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Hold firmly to your faith (Hebrews 4:14) 

Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25) 

Pray and thank God earnestly (I Thessalonians 5:17-18) 

Petition God for great blessings (Malachi 3:10) 

Yield not temptation (I Thessalonians 5:22) 
 

Notice opportunities to serve others (Galatians 6:10) 

Examine yourself daily (II Corinthians 13:5) 

Work diligently for the Lord (I Corinthians 15:58) 
 

Yearn for righteousness (Matthew 5:6) 

Exercise godliness (I Timothy 4:7) 

Aim for sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1) 

Redeem the time, living wisely (Ephesians 5:15-16) 
 
 - Gus Nichols (adapted) 



 

 

A new  
commitment 

to  
kingdom 

work 
 
 

We must 
strengthen 
our church, 
impact our 
community,  
and change 
our world 
in 2023. 

from our pastor  
Rev. Dr. Wallace McLaughlin  

 As we enter into 2023, I am happily reminded of the words penned by Charles Wesley, “And 
are we yet alive to see each other’s face? Glory and praise to Jesus give for His      redeeming 
grace.” At Covenant, we have seen God’s faithfulness expressed through His people in so 
many ways over the past challenging year. The pages of this annual report hit some of the 
highlights of the sacrificial service, incredible generosity, and intentional outreach of this 
great and growing congregation. So many of you have played a vital role this past year to 
move us forward by loving, serving, giving, praying, teaching, leading, visiting, singing, 
cooking, and by extending other gifts and passions. Thank you! I want to thank my           
incredible wife, Karla, for loving and supporting me through prayer and friendship. She is a 
beautiful example of the grace of Jesus in my life. Thank you for loving her, Jackson, and my 
sister Mary as well. I also want to extend my thanks to the Elders, Staff, Deacons, Ministry 
Team Coordinators and all of our Care Partners for your leadership and faithful service. 
You are making a difference. Now, let us move forward in this new year with a renewed 
sense of commitment.  
 
New years often bring new resolutions. But our present need may not be for a new         
resolution but a new commitment. In these days of uncertainty, I believe God is calling us 
first to a new commitment to His Word. Not to study as a duty but because of a thirst to 
know more of Him. Second, I believe God is calling us to a new commitment to service.  
When He comes will He say, “I was poor, naked, and hungry, and you took care of Me; come 
into My inheritance” (Matt. 25:34-36). Third, I believe God is calling us to a new commitment 
to prayer. Not prayer as a routine or crisis but prayer without ceasing – prayer as a way of 
life. A new and total commitment involving absolute surrender because it is much easier to 
complete things for God than to commit self to God. Lastly, I believe God is calling us to a 
new commitment to excellence in ministry. Our God does things well (Mk. 7:37) – do we? 
Simply put, the servants of the Lord are called to serve Him with excellence (Col.1. 9-12). 
For the Christian – It is a sin to do less than your best. 
 
With these new commitments to His Word, to service, to prayer, and excellence in ministry, 
I believe we will be able to strengthen our church, impact our community and change our 
world in 2023.   Thank you for your ongoing love and faithfulness! 
 
Blessings,   
Pastor Wallace 

Rev. Dr. Wallace O. McLaughlin, M.Div., Ph.D., Pastor 
Shelley Carver, Executive Assistant 

Mary Curley, Admin. & Facility Support 
Karla McLaughlin, Director of Christian Education (volunteer) 

Marlon Webb, Sr., Minister of Music 

 

Ministry Staff 

 

Elders 

Deborah Chapman, Executive Board Secretary 
Eric Gillispie, Finance Committee Chair, and Treasurer 

Jenice Golson - Dunlap, Executive Board Member 
Judith Hall, Assistant Treasurer 

James Pinner, Sr., Executive Board President 
Shayla Webb, Elder in Training 

 

Deacons 

Homer Curley  
Mary Curley 

Dennis Jackson 
Louise Jackson 

Bill Jones 
Stacey Miller-Jones 

Dennis Kendrick 
Mary McLaughlin 

Clarence Sebree, Jr. (Deacon in Training) 

 

Team Ministry Coordinators 
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Choir  - Stacey Miller-Jones & Marlon Webb 
Greeters - Mary Curley 

Hospitality/Funeral Repast - Melinda Pinner & Barbara Bridges 
Millennial Ministry - Marlon & Shayla Webb 

Media Ministry - Brandon Woodson 
Movie & Faith Ministry - Bill & Stacey Miller-Jones 

Outreach - Deborah Chapman 
Prime Timers - Bruceil Mays 

Tuesday Prayer Call Ministry - Stacey Miller-Jones 
Ushers - Louise Jackson 

Women’s Ministry - Karla McLaughlin 
Young People’s Choir - Marlon & Shayla Webb 



 

 

Thank you to 8393 Creative and its owner,  
Von Watts, for designing our new branding 
and logo.   Von’s work with our congregation 
resulted in the new Covenant tagline 
 

Caring - Christ Centered -  
Community Focused 

 

New Logo & Branding 

In addition, a new logo was created for the 
Friday E-News. Issues of Covenant’s electronic 
newsletter are now “The Covenant Connector”. 

At the conclusion of Covenant’s branding  
project our staff worked with 8393 Creative to 
refresh our website with a new look.   
 

www.indycovenant.org 

 

New Website 

Work continues to make Covenant’s app a useful 
tool for Care Partners to stay informed.  The app 
offers information on our ministries and events 
in addition to access to the live stream, online 
giving, and a Bible resource.  If you haven’t    
already, download it today from the Apple store, 
from Google Play, or using the text instructions 
below.  

 

New App 

 

New Ways to Give 

Giving to Covenant’s ministries is easier than 
ever.   
 
text give to (833) 886-0397 
 
give online using Pushpay at indycovenant.org 
 
give via app  
download from Google Play or Apple Store 

 

Online Stats 

Facebook 179 Followers & 155 Likes 
 

YouTube 3,888 video views & 144 subscribers 
 

Live Stream available on Facebook, YouTube, 
and indycovenant.org 
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2023 Annual Meeting 
Sunday, February 5, 2023 

 

 
Welcome               Elder Jenice Golson-Dunlap 

Opening Prayer                     Elder Judith Hall 

Remembering A Saint Gone Home                  Gigi Brown 

Prayer of Response 

 We bless your holy name, O God, for your servant who having finished 

 her course, now rest from her labors.  Give us grace to follow the  

 example of her steadfastness and faithfulness, to your honor and  

 glory; through Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

2022 Accomplishments: 

 Caring Connections                              Elder James Pinner, Sr. 

 Christ-Centered Ministries                   Elder James Pinner, Sr. 

 Community Focused       Elder Deborah Chapman 

Finance Report        Elder Eric Gillispie 

2022 / 2023 Budget 

Mortgage Burning Plan 

Pastor’s Report 

 Recognition of Ministry Teams      

 Vision for 2023 

 2023 Lenten Guide    

Questions and Answers 

Annual Picture Taking 

Closing Prayer                                                      Deacon Stacey Miller-Jones
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New Gen Initiative: Reimagine our ministry for kids, students, and families by creating irresistible 
ministries and environments including a choir, liturgical dance, and sports activities. 
 

Discipleship Initiative: Covenant’s Youth Confirmation Preparation Program for those 13 years of age 
and older will begin in September and conclude on Easter Sunday, 2024. Classes will be held once a 
month on Saturdays. The program aims to: help young people understand the meaning of            
Confirmation, deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ to live as His disciples, and bear witness to 
their faith in how they love and honor God, and one another.   
 

Worship and Digital Strategy Initiative: Enhance our in-person and online worship experience to be 
relevant, consistent, and compelling. Attention will be given to excellence in choir performance, live 
streaming, and online presence (social media platforms and Podcasts). 
 

Local Outreach Initiative: Jesus spoke constantly about the importance of community, and we’re on 
board! In 2023, we want to increase our presence and participation at Circle City Ministry Church and 
seek to expand our outreach in Marion County through active participation in other new ministries.  
 

Prayer Team Ministry Initiative: Prayer is the way that we fellowship with God and how He ministers 
to us. Therefore, we want to expand the Prayer Call Ministry into a more comprehensive team and 
ministry that will help build the prayer life of individual members and corporate body. Ministry     
activities may include prayer vigils, emergency prayer teams, and prayer breakfast.  
 

Prayer and Memorial Garden: We must honor those who gave donations in memory of their loved 
ones. Thus, Covenant will create a garden for prayer and meditation to honor them and others going 
forward. The Prayer and Memorial Garden will feature benches for meditation, a prayer box, flower 
plots, bricks and stone pavers, etc. A committee will be formed to work with the pastor on this     
project. Targeted opening date: Fall. 
 

Educational Workshops: Periodically, the church will present workshops on matters that concerns 
Care Partners across the life span development such as health, mental health, addictions, Medicare/
Medicaid, financial management etc. A survey will be done to ascertain the needs and interests of 
Care Partners.  
 

Medical Emergency Response Team: A Medical Response Team of designated volunteers (physicians 
and nurses) will be established to handle medical emergencies at the church. The Team will work 
closely with the pastor to develop a comprehensive emergency preparedness plan which                
encompasses every foreseeable ‘worst-case scenario’ that might happen. Deacons will also be 
tasked to serve as support to the Medical Response Team to handle logistical matters (e.g., Calling 
911 and directing EMTs). Volunteers will be solicited to take classes in first aid, CPR and AED use. All 
Care Partners will be asked to complete an Emergency Contact Information Form. This form will be 
kept confidentially in the church office. 
 

Planned Giving Program: As people of faith, we are called to be “good stewards” of the assets with 
which we have been entrusted. Good stewardship calls for financial planning and estate planning to 
ensure the financial security of our families and our loved ones. We must also consider how we will 
provide for the church or ministry that we love and serve to secure its foundation and vitality for  
future generations. One way you can achieve these goals is through a Planned Gift. The Planned Gift 
Program will be launched in the Fall. 
 

Capital Improvements: Plans are for new flooring in the administrative wing (offices and classrooms) 
and replace counter in Women’s bathroom. 

 

 

Step 1 – $1,500 extra each payment month 
    
Step 2 -  $25,000 payment on principal each January 
    
Step 3 -  Consider a Planned Giving gift (such as outright gifts…bequests, gifts of   
                stock, etc.) 

Faithful Stewardship of Tithes and Offerings 
 
Consider increasing your monthly tithes and offering by 10% each year (if you give 
$100.00 a month, increase it to $110.00). Malachi 3:10-11 
 
Make a special offering towards the Mortgage Burning Campaign 
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In 2022 Covenant contribut-
ed $1500 to this near East 
side Indianapolis ministry. In    
addition to our contribution, 
17 Care Partners volunteered 
to serve dinner in November.  
Circle City Dinner Church is a 
ministry that seeks to enable 
people to experience God’s 
amazing grace while sharing 
a meal together, sharing 
faith together, and sharing                 
God’s love with one another.  

During last year’s season of 
Lent Tays Empowerment 
was nominated and award-
ed our “Cup of Compassion” 
$500 donation. The “Cup of     
Compassion” award was  

given to a human services agency doing good 
work in our community, and preference was given 
to organizations where Care Partners were       
currently volunteering.  
 

Tays Empowerment’s vision is to teach life skills 
by mentoring youth. Their mission is to empower 
young people to embrace self-esteem, build  
character, understand cultural differences and 
similarities. This organization was inspired by, 
and founded in memory of, Te’Andra Thompson 
9/7/1991-6/30/2019.   

We hosted 2 food drives 
for Crooked Creek Food 
Pantry;   Pastor Wallace’s 
birthday food drive and 
Harvest food drive.  During 
the season of Lent food 
and diapers were collect-
ed. 

 

Circle City Dinner Ministry 

 

Tays Empowerment 

 

Crooked Creek Food Pantry 

$4,652 (contributions & gift 
cards) was collected for last 
year’s Angel Tree ministry.   
Because of your gifts and      
generosity we were able to 
bless 17 families with            
numerous children from St. 
Monica’s Catholic School, Fay 

Biccard Glick Neighborhood Center at Crooked 
Creek, Eagle Creek Elementary School, 
Brookview, and 3 individual families in our   
community. Thank you to  the Outreach Commit-
tee (Deborah Chapman, Gigi Brown, and Shayla 
Webb) and First Lady Karla for leading our Angel 
Tree project again this year. 

 

Angel Tree Project 

Sunday Worship Service 
DVDs are being shared 
each week with the   
residents of American 
Village Retirement  
Community. 

 

Nursing Home DVD Ministry 

 

Community Blood Drive 

8 units of blood were  
collected at the annual 
blood drive.  

Hats and gloves, socks, 
new blankets, coats, 
and gently used       
luggage were collected 
for Stopover, Inc and 
Circle City Dinner    

Ministry to help our neighbors experience God’s 
love and warmth during the winter months.   

 

Warm Hearts Warm Hands 

Tuesday Evening Prayer Call 

Wednesday & Friday Bible Study 

Men’s & Women’s Saturday Fellowship   

Millennial’s Bible Study 

Ash Wednesday & Good Friday 

Walk to Jerusalem  

Laity Sunday  

Prime Timers 

Family & Friends Sunday 

Vacation Bible School 

Women’s Summer Bible Study 

Movie & Faith Night 

Hallelujah Fest 

New Membership Celebration 

Advent Jazz Concert 

Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion 

Special Music 

Special Guest Speakers 

 

Vacation Bible School 
 

Hallelujah Fest 

 

Millennial Ministry 

 

Prime Timers  

 

Wednesday and Friday Bible Study 

 

Laity Sunday 

 

Media Ministry 
 

Music Ministry 
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December 31, 2022 
Membership 
126 Members 

23 Children/Youth 
 
 

December 31, 2021 
Membership 
118 Members 

24 Children/Youth 
 
 

Members Received 
Christopher Pace 

Gisele Brown 
Rev. Mary Thomas 

Tajuani Beaty 
Carolyn Gordon 
Kolin Hillman 
Keira Hillman 

Ashley Shelton 
Alan Hill 

Jennette Hill 
 
 

Members Removed  
 By Death 

Winifred Jefferson 
 
 

Members Removed 
By Withdrawal 
Lemel Young  

 
 

Worship Attendance 
(In Person ) 

 

2022 Average  
Attendance 

85 
 

2021 Average  
Attendance 

73 

Advent  

Education Sunday 

Blaze Woodson Baptism 

November New Members Reception  

5th Pastoral Anniversary Gala 

Family & Friends Sunday 

Sunday Hospitality 
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